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A bill introduced by North Coast Assemblyman Jim Wood (D-Healdsburg) in February 
seeking to extend a funding program for the Emergency Medical Air Transportation Act 
did not make it off the state assembly floor. 

The EMATA was voted into law in 2010 and funds emergency medical air transportation 
programs through a $4 penalty fee imposed upon people convicted of moving violations 
but will at the end of this year. Wood’s bill would have extended the dates of the EMATA 
penalty fee until the beginning of 2028. The bill, AB 583, has been held under 
submission by the assembly appropriations committee since May 26, according to the 
California legislative information website. 

“I am disappointed that this fee, which generates $8 million annually, will not be 
continued nor will it allow us to access $8 million in matching federal funds,” Wood said 
in a statement Tuesday. “I recognize that the total of all fees being tacked on to traffic 
tickets has become excessive, but without a funding source, we risk making these 
services — ones that are often the difference between life and death — unavailable to 
people and visitors, especially in rural areas or only to those who can afford to pay.” 

He added, “We have to find a solution for this critical piece of our state’s infrastructure.” 

Air ambulances play a key role in rural areas such as Humboldt County where patients 
are often flown to out-of-area hospitals for further treatment. 

“Emergency helicopter transport is used by [emergency medical services] to ensure that 
critically injured patients in our region arrive at our trauma facility quickly for assessment 
and treatment,” St. Joseph Heath trauma services nurse manager Kari Vandiver said in 
a statement. “Helicopters are also used to transport the most critically ill or injured to a 
tertiary care center for a higher level of care when needed. In remote areas such as 
where we live, helicopters can make all the difference.” 

Humboldt County 1st District Supervisor, Rural County Representatives of California 
first vice chairman and Humboldt County representative on the state EMS board Rex 
Bohn said air ambulances are crucial locally because of the shortage of local doctors or 
health care specialists to treat the volume of people that get critically injured. 

“Especially for our rural areas, that funding is so important for us to cover those costs,” 
he said. 



Bohn said the local Coast Guard helicopters do a great job of getting people who are 
hurt to local hospitals but those local hospitals need aircraft outfitted with medical 
facilities to treat or stabilize patients when they need to be sent to out-of-area hospitals. 

“It’s a big deal because we have so many outlying areas and because we recreate in 
those outlying areas,” he said. 

Bohn said he’s discussed the bill with Wood since it stalled. 

“I don’t think this kills it but it stalls the momentum we had,” he said. 
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