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This week will likely see a flurry of bills introduced by state lawmakers as the Legislature approaches 
its Feb. 17 filing deadline for new legislation. 

Prescription drugs >> North Coast Assemblyman Jim Wood has called the second of three 
informational legislative hearings on prescription drug costs. The hearing is set for today and will 
focus on the effect of prescription drug costs on public and private payers. “This hearing will cover 
how rising drug costs are affecting small businesses, large employers, hospitals and government 
programs and what these organizations are doing to control costs,” Wood said in a statement. 
“Prescription drugs costs are one of the leading contributors to health spending, and this affects 
employers, health plans and hospitals, but in the end, it’s the individual who ends up feeling the 
pinch whether it results in higher copays, higher contributions for their health care coverage, reduced 
coverage for drugs or higher taxes to pay for increased government program costs.” The hearing will 
include representatives from Kaiser Permanente, CalPERS and Los Angeles County to discuss 
various ways to control costs. The hearing will be broadcast on the California Channel. 

Fish and wildlife >> North Coast Sen. Mike McGuire’s SB 58, a bill that would make Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes — or PILT — reimbursements a requirement to counties was sent to Senate Natural 
Resources and Water Committee. The hearing is set for March 14. “State PILT was established in 
1949 to offset adverse impacts to county property tax revenues that result when the state acquires 
private property for wildlife management areas. In Humboldt County alone, this represents nearly 
$45,000 annually for schools and local government programs and services,” 1st District County 
Supervisor Rex Bohn wrote in a recent “My Word” for the Times-Standard. He is first vice chairman 
of the Rural County Representatives of California, which is sponsoring the legislation. If the 
legislation passes out of the committee, it will move on to a fiscal committee to look at the financial 
impact on the state. 

Sustainable seafood >> McGuire introduced SB 269, which would update the California Ocean 
Protection Act to include a component that increases the direct sales of sustainable seafood by 
California fisheries. This would include creating a label to promote California-caught seafood. Under 
the proposed legislation, seafood produced through aquaculture or fish farming would not be 
certified as sustainable, until nationally or internationally accepted standards have been developed 
and implemented. The bill will be addressed by the Senate by March 11.  

School lunches >> McGuire introduced SB 138, which would allow schools with a very high poverty 
rate among students to apply to operate a universal meal service, providing free breakfast and 
lunches to all students at the school. There are several schools in Humboldt County that would 
qualify for the program as high poverty schools. If the bill eventually does become law, the program 
would be implemented in the beginning of the 2018-19 school year. SB 138 was sent to the Senate 
Education Committee. If it passes out of committee, it would be sent to a committee to examine the 
financial impact.  
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