
 
 

 

January 27, 2015 
 
 

 
The Honorable James Inhofe   The Honorable Bill Shuster 
Chair, Senate Committee on   Chair, House Committee on  
   Environment and Public Works       Transportation and Infrastructure 
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building   2165 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510   Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer   The Honorable Peter DeFazio 
Ranking Member, Senate Committee on  Ranking Member, House Committee on  
   Environment and Public Works      Transportation and Infrastructure 
456 Dirksen Senate Office Building   2163 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510   Washington, DC 20515 
 
RE:  Definition of “Waters of the United States” Under the Clean Water Act 
 
Dear Chairs Inhofe and Shuster, and Ranking Members Boxer and DeFazio: 
 
 The Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC) is an association of 
thirty-four rural California counties and the RCRC Board of Directors is comprised of 
elected supervisors from those member counties.  Our counties undertake a variety of 
activities related to water, including permitting and decision-making responsibilities 
related to water conveyance, land use, and development in rural California 
communities.  In light of those responsibilities, RCRC is pleased that the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works are holding a joint hearing on February 4 to discuss the 
impacts the proposed Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule will have on local 
governments.  
 
 RCRC has been opposed to the concept of changing the definition of “Waters of 
the United States” under the Clean Water Act (CWA) since the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) proposed the “Guidance to Identify Waters Protected by the 
Clean Water Act” (Guidance) in 2011.  We remain opposed to the current joint 
rulemaking by EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that would alter the definition 
of WOTUS and inappropriately expand federal jurisdiction over waters without a 
significant nexus to federal waters.   
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 In advance of the joint hearing on the WOTUS rulemaking, we are submitting 
with this letter a copy of our formal comments on the rule as filed with the EPA on 
August 29, 2014.  In our comments, we have outlined the many impacts the proposal 
will have on local governments, as well as requesting that EPA withdraw the rule.  While 
a rule to clarify jurisdiction and administration of the CWA may prove helpful following 
recent U.S. Supreme Court decisions, the current rule was not drafted with adequate 
consideration of economic impacts nor adequate input from state and local 
governments who are critical partners in achieving the objectives of the CWA.  The 
result is a rule that would be overly broad in its application, ambiguous in its 
interpretation, costly in its administration, and subject to protracted litigation.   
 
 We are hopeful that these comments and concerns will inform the discussion 
related to the proposed rule’s impact on local governments.  Please contact us if you 
would like to discuss our comments or need additional resources.  
 
  Sincerely, 

                                                
  Staci Heaton 
  Regulatory Affairs Advocate 
 
 
cc: Members of the RCRC Congressional Delegation 
 
Attachment: August 29, 2014 Letter 
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