
 
 

 

March 10, 2016 
 

 
 
The Honorable Loni Hancock 
Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review  
   Subcommittee No. 5 on Corrections, Public Safety  
   & the Judiciary 
State Capitol, Room 2082 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
RE: Trial Court Security – New Court Facilities 
        
Dear Senator Hancock: 
 

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I am writing 
in support of the Governor’s 2016-17 State Budget proposal which appropriates $5 
million to address increased court security costs from new trial court construction. 

 
RCRC is an association of thirty-five rural California counties and the RCRC 

Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from each of those member 
counties.    RCRC has been working with the California State Sheriff’s Association and 
the California State Association of Counties to ensure that counties that are 
experiencing deficiencies in their trial court security funding are able to properly staff 
these recently opened facilities.  
 

In 2011, the Legislature realigned California’s trial court security funding scheme 
so the State would pay counties directly, rather than indirectly through the courts.  Like 
other criminal justice realignment programs, a fixed percentage of sales tax revenue is 
allocated to each county to pay for trial court security.  A number of recently opened, 
newly-constructed courthouses have resulted in increased court security costs - most 
notably in Calaveras County and San Benito County.  The two previous State Budget 
packages provided nearly $3 million to assist counties and the State in meeting these 
obligations.  To receive monies, counties must demonstrate to the Department of 
Finance the need for increased trial court security staff as a result of the recent (prior to 
October 9, 2011) opening of newer (and oftentimes larger) courthouses.   
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RCRC believes the Legislature should build on the actions taken over the last 
two years to address court security staffing in newly-constructed trial courts.  As such, 
we strongly support the Governor’s proposal to provide these monies. 
  

If you should have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at (916) 447-4806. 
 

Sincerely,       

 
PAUL A. SMITH 
Senior Legislative Advocate     

   
 
cc: Members, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee No. 5 on  

Corrections, Public Safety & the Judiciary 
 
 
                                                     
 
  


