
 
 

 

March 1, 2016 
 

 
 
The Honorable Reginald Jones-Sawyer 
Chair, Assembly Budget Subcommittee  

No. 5 on Public Safety 
State Capitol, Room 4126 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
   
RE: Jail Construction Funding 
 
Dear Assembly Member Jones-Sawyer: 
 
 On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), I offer our 
strong support for the Governor’s 2016-17 State Budget proposal to provide $250 million 
in funding for jail construction projects to support implementation of the State’s criminal 
justice realignment efforts and successfully transition offenders to local communities.  
 
 RCRC is an association of thirty-five rural California counties and the RCRC Board 
of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from each of those member counties. 
Our member county supervisors, in conjunction with the county sheriff and others, are 
responsible for local law enforcement and the operation of county detention facilities. 
 
 California’s rural county supervisors applaud the Governor for continuing his 
commitment to the State’s criminal justice system by including $250 million in General 
Fund dollars for jail construction and rehabilitation projects in his 2016-17 January State 
Budget proposal.  This funding builds upon previous investments provided through 
Assembly Bill 900 (Solorio, 2007), Senate Bill 1022 (Senate Budget and Fiscal Review 
Committee, 2012), and Senate Bill 863 (Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee, 
2014), which have provided a combined $2.2 billion in jail construction and reconstruction, 
and much needed programming capacity.  Despite previous investments, there continues 
to remain significant needs across many of California’s rural counties to meet the 
demands of the local criminal justice system, particularly in light of the criminal justice 
realignment scheme adopted by the Legislature in 2011.  In fact, the Board of State and 
Community Corrections received roughly $1.24 billion in SB 863 criminal justice facility 
construction funding requests, oversubscribing the program by approximately $737 
million.  
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RCRC appreciates the inclusion of state funding streams in the Governor’s 2016-
17 State Budget proposal for local detention facilities, and we encourage the Legislature 
to support this much-needed request. 

 
If you should have any questions or concerns with these comments, please do not 

hesitate to contact me directly at (916) 447-4806. 
 

Sincerely,  

                           
PAUL A. SMITH  
Senior Legislative Advocate  
 
 

cc:  Members, Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 5 on Public Safety 
 Marvin Deon, Consultant, Assembly Budget Committee 

Michael Cohen, Director, Department of Finance  
Diane Cummins, Department of Finance  

 Kathleen Howard, Executive Director, Board of State and Community Corrections  
 Magi Work, Deputy Director, Board of State and Community Corrections 


